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PROVERBS Xxil. 6. 


Ut 


| Tram up a child in the way he ſhould : 
go, and when he is old he will not 
depart fron it, 


O recommend and encourage a re- 
ligious and uſeful education of 
youth being the deſign of my text, 

and of our preſent aſſembling, it will be 

| very happy if what ſhall be now offered, 
may, thro a divine bleſſing, promote ſo ne- 
ceſſary and uſeful a work. Ignorance and 
| idlenefs are the bane of many families, and 
che burden of larger ſocieties, and the ruin 


1 

of many perſons for time and eternity. In l 
1 my text we have a very proper antidote a- "i 
gainſt theſe deſtructive evils, preſcribed by if 
infinite Wiſdom. There are two things in 4 | 
the words, which I ſhall make the main il 
ſubject of my preſent diſcourſe, The duty | 
or ſervice enjoined, and the reaſons or mos | j 
tives enforcing 1 It, * 


— 
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1 mall explain the duty or * en- 
Poin d, To train up à child in the way he 
VPOuld go, 46 The 
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4 Tu E GOD or o 

The perſons by whom this is to be done 
are not expreſly named, but neceſſarily im- 
ply'd and ſuppos d in the text, for all a 
muſt have their agents, as well as their ob- 
jects. If ſome are to be trained up, there 
muſt be ſome perſons to train them up 
What is hinted proverbially in my text, is 
elſewhere more expreſly declared. The 
words, which I command thee this day, ſhall 
be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach then 


diligently to thy children. Parents are here i 


enjoin'd to inſtruc and teach their children 
the principles of religion, with great dil. 
gence and conſtancy : And leſt any ſhould 


think this belonged only to the Old Teſtz- 
ment times, the ſame thing is expreſly re- 


quired in the New Teftament, You fatlen MF 
bring them up in the nurture and adm 
nition of the Lord d. Parents are as much 
obliged to inſtruct their childrens minds, a 


to nouriſh their bodies: this the light of m- 
ture teaches, and the law of God exprel 
enjoins. 


But becauſe Providence brings children b 
into many other dependencies and relations i 


in the world, and by various ways cuts them 


Deut. vi. 6, 7. »Epheſ. vi. 4. 
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EARLY INSTRUCTION. 5 
of from the immediate eare of their pa- 
rents, as by the parents death, or diſtance 


from them; or by their inabiliry; or un- 
Iwillingneſs to inſtru them; it is incum- 


A 

+ vent on others, who have the care of them, 
. to provide inſtruction for their minds, as 
is Well as food and clothing for their bodies. 
rabame, as the head of the family, has 
1 W:his honourable ceſtimonial from God him- 
„elf, I know him, that he will command his 
6 5. and his houſbold after him, and they 
nal keep the way of the Lord. TFoſhua® 
i- 15 or s ſervant and ſucceſſor ſaid, As for me 
and my houſe, cve will ſerve the Lord. The 
general precepts of loving our neighbour as 
- MW ourſelves, and of doing to others as we 
n {would that they ſhould do to us, makes it 
1 WW heceffary for all thoſe who have the care of 
children, 7s train them up in the way they 


E hould go. This they are to do either per- 
ſonally themſelves, or by others fitted for, 
and attending on this ſervice, as ſchool- 
maſters, tutors, and public teachers. 


to be trained up, are pointed out in my text 


© Gen. xviii, 19. | 4 Joſh, xiv, 15. 
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The objects of this care, or the perſons 
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g by the word child, whach 1 is uſed to ſignify 
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6 TAI GOOD oF 
all young perſons capable of inſtruction; 
ſuch as are entring upon the ſtage of action, 
and need a guide to conduct them in a right 
way. This is called in my text, a training 
them up, or as ſome explain it, a catechizing, 


inſtructing and teaching them. Inſtrud à {Wis 
child as ſoon as he is capable, and ſeaſon hi and 
mind with the principles of virtue before be cher 


receives other impreſſions, as f one pars. een 
phraſes my text. The Fews ſtile their ca-. Nate 
techiſm a book of firſt inſtruction; they, à ern 
we are told, entered their children in thei “ 
bibles, at five years old. The Scriptures fi ge 
vour the beginning with them berimess, Non 
Whom fhall be teach knowledge ? whom ſpal of | 
make to underſtand doctrine? them that ar hi 
weaned from the milk, and drawn from ti hel 
br caſts; 3 for precept muſt be upon precept, Ine : 
upon line, precept upon precept, line upon lis In 
bere a little, and there a little. The repetition WF'<** 
of the ſame ſentences, in theſe verſes, ſhews 
not only the need of ſuch inſtruction, but prel 
alſo the manner in which they are to be co- er 
vey d, of which I ſhall have occaſion to 
| ſpeak hereaft ter. 


vide Poli Synop. Crit. in loc. 
Patrick in loc. 1. xxviii. 9, 10. 


From 


EARLY INSTRUCTION. 7 
From what has been ſaid it appears, that 


the rudiments, or firſt principles and rules of 
their conduct. There are inſtructions pro- 
per for every age and capacity, and the work 

is to be carried on gradually, from one ſtate 
and degree to another. My text ſuppoſes 


even children ſhould go. Young perfons 
Lare not lawleſs, they are born under the go- 
vernment of thac God, who is Lord of all, 
and whoſe kingdom rules over all: He has 
given laws to all perſons, of all ages and 
conditions in the world. There is the light 
of nature, the law written in the heart, 
which gives ſome direction how to regulate 
their conduct, even to ſuch as have not the 


many good rules have been fram'd by the 
Heathen moraliſts, tho' far below 5 con- 
ain'd in Scripture : But my text, as I ap- 
Prehend, ſpeaks of that way which the 
ord of God preſcribes and approves, not 
o in oppoſition to, but as exalted far above 
he rules of natural light, and our imperfect 


= For the 10 of life is above to the 


= ® Prov. xv, 24. 1 
m | | ; de ſe 


to train up children is to inſtil into them 


there is a known preſcrib'd way, in which 


— _ <= — — 
— — — A - 5 . "1 — I 
I — ——U—— > OF N po — Wes 
. — 2 0 2 "My ” 


revealed will of God; and by this light, 


8 — — 
Coma, rt — — 


— — — 
. 24 


—— Ca 9 . 


88 


— — 


— — —— 
NS —— 


— — 


— f — 


— — —— — * - 
oth DX _ — — pa 22 Or” * 
WY Z —— — 
— —ͤ—ñ—ñé— — i x d 
bn Gnas - * 7 F ” by ſs 
1 care TIL. CEA 


* — — 2 — 23 
. „ - 
— Wins; 
2 * . 2 3 - 8 K * 


— 42, - N _ — - 
EE EAT — ¶ — it . A * 
— 
* 


_- 1 5 Taz G 00D oF 
wiſe, to depart from hell beneath. The H oy 


: by ji from: nt Gl. Wo 


lower purpoſes, to be only idle drones, 


Scriptures are able to make men wiſe 0 Nom 


ſalvation, thro' faith in Chriſt Jeſus, which Nan 


the law of nature cannot do, fer or the und ſe 


We may. conſider the way ſpoke of i 
my text, according to the * Scripture diſtins. Whodz 
tion of things pertaining to pp and god. Wave 
lineſs. = it 

1. We may conſider this way, with te. 
ſpe& to the civil concerns and conduct of i 
life. Even children will be moving and i 
acting, and therefore ſhould be led in : Mort! 
good way of living uſefully and comforts W 
bly in the world. We ſee that all the pars Þloy 
of the irrational creation have a connexion 
with, and a dependence upon one another 
and that they ſerve each other in their turns; 
and ſhall we fuppole, that any of the huna 
kind were form'd with higher powers tone 


devouring locuſts to live upon and deſtroy rea 
what others produce? no man is born for ill 
himſelf ; as God has made him a ſociable pf th 
creature, he ought to be uſeful; and fr 
this end all are to be brought up in fuch4 
| 21 Cor. i. 21. x pet. i. z. 


» 


way 
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EARLY INSTRUCTION. | 9 
may, as may render them ſerviceable to the 
ommunity. Such whoſe minds or ſub- 
ance will not admit of a liberal education, 
br a more exalted ſtation in the world, 
hould yet be form'd to ſome inferior ſer- 
vice and employment. As in the natural 
body the head cannot ſay to the foot, I 


litic, thoſe of the higheſt rank have occa- 


e. 
King himfelf is ſerved by the field". 

| Since the fall the earth doth not bring 
forth of itſelf, except it be thorns and thiſtles. 
ind even Adam in innocence had an em- 
ployment aſſign'd him, to cultivate and dreſs 
phe garden in which he was placed; an idle 
fe was as unfit for him, as a ſolitary one; 


o eat their bread in the ſweat of their brows, 
dome buſineſs is neceflary for all the mem- 


ers of human ſociety. m David, tho' a 
oj reat Prince, ſerved his generation by the 
for ill of God: and every honeſt employment 


ble f the meaneſt fort bas its uſe. None are 
for too high, or too low to ſerve their genera- 
4 IN 
7 Eccleſ. v. 9. un Acts xiii, 36. 
B tion, 


7 „ : 


have no need of thee; fo in the body po- 


Pon for the ſervice of their inferiors. The 


put after the fall he and his poſterity were 


. ng 
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10 TRE c00D O F 
tion, in ſome buſineſs or other; and then 
fore none ſhould be left untaught or uni. 
ſtructed. I take it to be a dictate of th 
cleareſt reaſon, that every member of hy 
man ſociety ſhould be ſerviceable. to it, x 
well as be ſerved by ir. When God fail 
n Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all th 
work, it was ſuppoſed that every one ſhoul 
Have ſome proper employment, in which 
he. ſhould ſpend his time, and not in id: 
neſs and lazineſs. To be not flothful MH each 
buſineſs, is o join'd with being fervent iF he 
ſpirit, in the divine precept. As world 
buſineſs ought not to thruſt out religion, Thrit 
zeal in religion will not excuſe negligence 
in the neceſſary affairs of life; as it wi" 1 
ſaid ? in another caſe, this ought to K 
done, and the other not to be left undone 
Hence it appears how neceſſary it is, t 
train up youth in the way of ſome honel 
calling or buſineſs in the world. The food. 
ful ſervant is, in 4 Scripture, branded 41 
wicked ſervant. The loving God with al 
the heart doth not diſcharge us from loyiy 


* Exod. xx. 9. * Rom. xii. 11. 
P Luke xi. 42. © Matt. xxv. 26. 


EARLY INSTRUCTION. 11 
bur neighbour as our ſelves, but leads to 
and urges it upon us; and therefore all are 
o be brought up in ſome capacity of rela- 
ve uſefulneſs. 


he father ought to bring up his fon to 
ome art or trade. It is, ſay they, incum- 
ent on the father to circumciſe his ſon, 
) redeem him, to teach him the law, and 
o teach him ſome occupation; whoſoever 


f he taught him robbery, as a * learned 
luthor has inform'd us from their writings. 
hriſt himſelf was brought up *in a manual 
ccupation ; and ſhall any ſervant be above 


Ineſs when he was not? 
Pect to godlineſs, or the concerns of reli- 
Ire bound to go, is the way of God's pre- 


Fepts, they u are to remember their Creator 


e days of their youth, and are to be 


io 

4 Dr. Lightfoot, 3 in his works, Vol. IT. p. 343. 
Mark vi. 3. 1 Pfal. ei. 27. 
| © Eccleſ. x1, 1. . Y Ephef. vi. 4. 


r „„ brought 


It was a maxim among the Fews, chat 


kacheth not his ſon to do ſome work, is as 


is Lord, or be wholly exempted from bu- 


2. We may conſider this way with re- 


ion. The way in which all, even * youth, | 
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brought up in the nurture and admonitin 
of the Lord. Chriſt is the way, the truth 
and the life, the new and the living way 
and there is no other way of coming to life 
and bleſſedneſs, but by and through faith 
in him; as therefore he is to be received 
by faith, fo are * we to walk in him. And 
becauſe children are naturally Ignorant of 
this way, they are to be trained up in i. 
The 7 blind are to be led by a way which 
they did not know, and the young man i 
to nk his way, by taking heed there- 
to, according to the word of God, The 
faithful have ever valued this way, and t. 
neſtly defir'd to ſee many walking in i. 
Hence the Pfalmiſt breath'd forth that pi 
ous petition, -* That thy way may be knoun 
upon earth, and thy ſaving health among al 
nations. And Chriſt's beloved *Diſciple de- 
clared, that he had no greater joy, than 
to ſee his children walking in truth. And 
thoſe words may be look'd upon as a good 
comment upon my text. b What doth tit 


* Colof. ii. 6. Rom. iii. 17. 
Iſaiah xlii. 16. Pſalm cxix. . 
Z Pſalm Ixvii 2. John 2 Epiſt. 4. 34 Epiſt. ii. 
d Deut. x. 12. | 
7 Lis 


Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the 


„Lord thy God, to walk in all bis ways, and 
be him, and to ſerve the Lord thy God 
ſe th all thy heart, and with all thy foul? 


And left this ſhould be thought to belong 


only to thoſe of maturer age, we are in- 


people ſtood before the Lord, to enter into 
ovenant with him, to walk in all his ways, 
chat then their little ones ſtood with them 
for the ſame purpoſe. Such therefore are 
to be train'd up in the way of God's pre- 
cepts, and are bound to walk therein. It 
is a dictate of infinite wiſdom, that we 
ſhould firſt ſeek the kingdom of God, and 
the righteouſneſs thereof, and that to loſe 


intereſt, of all perſons, and particularly of 
young perſons, to ſeek the Lord whilſt 


Fthat thoſe who ſeek him early ſhall find him. 
[This world is but a paſſage or way to an- 
miſery ; ſome have but a ſhort paſſage, and 


/ F | are 


EARLY INSTRUCTION. 13 


orm'd, that when the whole body of the 


the ſoul is infinitely worſe than to loſe the 
whole world. It is therefore the duty and 


—— — — - 


me may be found; and he has promiſed, 


other, to a world of everlaſting happineſs or 
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14 THE GOOD oF 
are ſoon at their journey's end; but hoy 
dreadful is it to take the firſt and the la 
ſteps in it, to their own deſtruction and 
miſery, and never to take one ſtep in the 
way of life and peace? It is therefore ne- 
ceſſary to train up children in the ways df 
God, and to beg that God would © deliver 
them from every evil way, and work, and 
lead them in the way everlaſting. 
The methods proper to be taken in the 
religious education of youth, are of to 
great extent and importance, to be full 
infiſted on at this time. I muſt content 
myſelf with hinting a few general rules, r. 
ferring for the reſt to ſuch as have wrote 
upon the ſubject. 
(1 ) The firſt general rule I ſhall men- 
tion is, that the inſtructions muſt be ac- 
commodated to the tempers and capacities 
of thoſe inſtructed; and that the fittel 
ſeaſons, and moſt important points mull 
be choſe and chiefly inſiſted on. Chrilh, 
the beſt teacher, taught his Diſciples 2 
they were able to bear it: Babes muſt be 
ted with milk, and nor with ſtrong meat 
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EARLY INSTRUCTION. 15 
1 | doctrine, ſaid © Moſes, ſhall drop as the 
Erain, my ſpeech ſhall diſtil as the dew, as 
the ſmall rain upon the tender herbs. As the 
water wears the ſtone, not by force butby 
frequent droping ; and as narrow mouth'd 
pottles are beſt fill'd by ſmall meaſures at 
Fonce convey'd with gentle motion; ſo young 
and tender minds, and narrow capacities 
muſt have line upon line, and precept up- 
Fon precept, here a little and there a little. 
Regard ought to be had to the ſlowneſs 
ſof their conception, the weakneſs and va- 
Piry of their minds. | 
| (2.) Diligence and perſeverance in this 
ſervice is neceſſary. If ſeven years care 
Land labour be not thought too much in 
teaching the arts and ſriences, or the myſ⸗ 
tery of a trade; ſhall leſs time and pains 
be thought too much to train up youth in 
the principles of religion; and the myſtery 
of godlineſs, and in thoſe methods of 
civil buſineſs, which may fit them to live 
Doch piouſly and uſefully in the world? 

1 Such who are to train up others 
in the ways of God, ought neither to be 


| 
e 


Deut. xxxii. 2. 
| ignorant 


* 


2 THE GOOD of 
ignorant of them, nor enemies to they 
themſelves. There is ſmall probablliy 
of ſucceſs where there is a conſtant cop. 
tradition between the inſtructor s Prec 
and his practice; for even children will be 
more apt to follow a bad example, thay 
the beſt inſtructions, and will hardly be 
perſuaded to mind thoſe doctrines or pre. 
cepts, which their teachers pay no regar 
to themſelves; nor indeed can it be wel 
ſuppoſed, that fuch - ſhould recommend 
with any zeal and affection, thoſe things of 
which they themſelves have no taſte or r- 


liſh. With what perſuaſive force did te I 
Apoſtle f write, when he ſaid; That ulid of r 
we bave beard, whith we have ſeen aii O 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, au SO 
our bands have handled of the word of U 
declare wwe to you, that ye might have Fells 1 
| ſhip wich us; and truly our fellowſhip i N con. 
101 * Father, and with Feſus — 1 chil 
Son. ture 
(40 To 3 this a the more fue earl 
ceſsful, it is neceſſary, not only to tech The 


che pours and plain ſcripture doctrine and 1 


Fs John i. 1. 


2 practice 
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and a bleſſing on human endeavours, with- 
out which the deſign will never ſucceed; 
for whoever plants or - whoever waters it 
is God that gives the increaſe, and teaches 
lus to profit. It is the Holy Spirit who 
urns men from darkneſs to light, and from 


bleſſing therefore, children can never be 
train d up in the way they ſhould go, fo 
as to have their fruit to holineſs, and the 
end everlaſting life. 


the II. I proceed now to the ſecond part 
of my ſubject, to aſſign ſome reaſons and 
i (motives, which warrant and enforce this 
au good work, of training up children in the 
„ay they ſhould go. 
8 1. This appears to be neceſſary, if we 
conſider the ſtate and condition in which 
children come into the world. By 8 na- 
ture they are children of wrath, and by the 
ve Nearlieſt practice children of diſobedience. 
ich The imaginations and thoughts of their 
hearts, from their youth up, or moſt tender 


© Fpheſ. ii. 3. Gen. vi. 5. vill. 21. 


05 C years, 
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practice, but alſo to ſeek divine teachings, 


Satan to God; without his aſſiſtance and 


18 Tur GOOD oF 
years, are only evil continually. It is 
lively tho dreadful picture which is. giva 
of them in their natural ſtate, when it h 
h aid, That deſtruction and miſery are in 
their ways, and the way of peace they hay 
not known: they are ſhapen in iniquiy, 
they bring poiſon'd, depraved natures int 
the world with them, and go aſtray as fonW.1 . 
as they be born; they are full of ignorance, . 
enmity, and diſobedience ; folly is bound up 
in their hearts, and very early appears in 
their lives. Man is born as the wild af) 
colt, a moſt ſtupid, ſtubborn, intractable 
creature, and yet he would be, that b 
would be thought to be wiſe ; which is: 
farther vanity and miſery, for perſons to 
have ſuch a good conceit of themſelves, yh: 
when there is no foundation for it; juſt « 
the blind Phariſees * ſaid, Are we blind alſi 
Some talk of innocent babes, and they 
may be ſo, compar'd with them that call 
them fo; yet, as one * has obſerv'd, they Ip 
enter into the world with an indictmenmt her 
upon their foreheads, with ropes about ther 


ell 
0 | | 5 | { 
* Rom. iii. 16, 175. Pſalm lviii. 85. John ix. 40. * 
* Mr. Lye Morn. Ex. Vol. V. Serm. 11. p. 162. 
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ecks, full of guilt, full of filth, — they 


heir eyes, to turn their hearts, and to de- 


ire they not great objects of compaſſion, 


Does humanity teach us to provide a guide 


Founded, and delirious, to ſave their bodies 
rom death ; and ſhall nothing be done for 


either their diſeaſe, nor the remedy, are 
Fiolently purſuing their own deſtruction ? 


vine and oil into their wounds? Will all 
paſs by on the other fide of the way, and 
rave them to periſh in this ſad condition? 
Are there none to be found, to train them 
p in the ways of life and bleſſedneſs? Are 
Mere none that will contribute towards 


$ 
A 
2 
2 
5 7 ? l 
9 4 me . 

4 

N 

8 


re ſerpents in the very egg, and cockatrices 
the very ſhell. Now are theſe to be let 
lone? Are no means to be uſed to open 


ver them from their folly and miſery? 
nd with all pity, and with all ſpeed, to 
e pluck'd as brands out of the burnings? 
br the blind, an hoſpital for the ſick, 


heſe poor periſhing ſouls, who knowing 


What! is there no good Samaritan to pour 


t eir being put into a way of living well 
Mm this world, and happily in that to 


C8 2. Let 


* EARLY INSTRUCTION. 
Let us conſider the dreadful conf 
Wan of ſuch a x negledt. As bad as ther 
caſe 1s, when they come into the world, i 
will become much worſe, if they are lf 
to themſelves, to do what they will in «Mio g 
and are ſuffer d to follow their own incl ash t 
nations, and fill up the meaſure of fin and rut. 
wrath to the uttermoſt. Children are very 
early. capable of ill impreſſions, and whaſWow « 
is taken in in youth, is more lafting and in. Meran 
fluential. The human mind is as proneſſhrinci 
to bring forth error and vanity, as the 
earth is to bring forth thorns and thiſtle, 
the former therefore needs as much to bf c 
cultivated as the latter, and indeed much nov 
more, ſeeing the mind is more noble than 
the earth, and the fruits of the formaſhary 
are of more importance than the fruits oWhic 
the latter. The ſoul is of an active nature, 
and if no good employment is found for i, rin: 
Satan and indweiling fin will find it wo 2 
of the worſt fort, deſtructive to itſelf and ſtiry 
others. Some inveigh againſt the prejv-MÞoſtr 
dices of education; but if by education 
they mean a religious one, they do bu 
fight againſt God, and ſpit forth the e in 
nom of the old ſerpent, who oppoſed oy of 
full 


do 
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command to Adam, as theſe do his in- 
action to bring up children in the nurture 
| admonition of the Lord. Ignorance 
& idleneſs among the poor, bring them 
no great necefhties and diſtreſs; and thefe 
oh them on, very often, to the moſt de- 
ructive evils: But where Providence, at 


clay time, throws in a plentiful ſubſtance, 
baWow do they run into all manner of intem- 


france and wickedneſs, having neither 


onefWrinciples nor employments to improve it 
the Wright? On which fide ſoever therefore we 


es; Niew the caſe, we may fee abundant reafon 
beo cultivate the minds of children, with 


nowledge and good inſtructions, to curb 


tural vanity and finfulneſs of their minds, 


itution of thoſe beings which are to be 
mould go; which are creatures made but 
in rank and dignity. The ſoul of man is 


of more value than che whole irrational 
creation; 


nd overcome, thro' a divine blefling, the 


which let alone would grow to fuch a 
eight of folly and malignity, as would 
ring in a ſwift and dreadful deſtruction. 
3. We may conſider the make and con- 


Inftrudted, and trained up in the way they 


little lower than the Angels, next to them 


22 Tur Goop or 
creation ; | For what ſhall a man profit if Nan 
be gains the whole world, and loſes his on firi. 
foul? He that converts a ſinner, ſaves , th 
ſoul from death, which is a great thing, cher 
eſpecially ſeeing its ruin would be great 
and proportionable to its capacities, powers, 
and worth. At death the ſouls of beaſt; hows 
periſh; but unſanctified human fouls go in- {Wild 
to everlaſting torments, where the worm {Wign! 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, 
And ſhall no care be taken of ſuch beings, {Wrig! 
ſuch ſouls as theſe ? Tis no hyperbole (4 Who! 
mone ſpeaks) to call the ſoul the breath of i 
God, the beauty of man, the wonder of Ne 
angels, and the envy of devils. The hu- 
man ſoul derives its being immediately 
from God; it is the product of his creat: 
ing power. As our parents are ſaid to be 
the fathers of our fleſh, ſo God in con- 
tradiſtinction is the Father of our ſpirits: 
He o breath'd into Adam the breath of life, 
and he became a living ſoul. Tis God that Biﬀ** 
gives the ſpirit, and formeth 2 the ſpirit of WY" 


' Matt; xvi. 26. | 

= Flavel on the Soul, Folio Edition, p. 403. 
Heb. Xii. 9. * Gen. H. 7. | 

P Recleſ, xii, 7. Zach. xii. 1. 
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an within him. Hence Elibu a ſaid, The 
Pyrit of God bath form 'd me, and the breath 
2 Almighty hath given me life. No 
Cher living creatures except angels have 
is honour, as the ſoul of man has, to be 
e immediate product of God's creating 
wer. And herein the ſoul of the pooreſt 
hild, as * one has obſerved, is of equal 
lienity with the ſoul of Adam. Now ſhall 
Ich an excellent creature, of ſo divine an 
riginal, be left to periſh in idleneſs and 
Mnorance, and no care be taken for its 
kmporal, ſpiritual, and eternal welfare? As 
The foul derives it, being immediately from 
bod, fo it is endow'd with noble powers 
nd capacities, which tho' much vitiated 


[ 
a 


Ind ſanctify' d, and of being fitted to ſerve 
pod graciouſly in this world, and to enjoy 
Im gloriouſly in the world to come. This 


Fearing his image, ſerving his intereſt, en- 


ind ſhall ſuch ſouls as theſe be thrown 


job mal. 4 -:- 
* Flavel ubi ſuprà 413. 


Mall 


* ſin, Are yet capable of being reſtor” d 


pul is capable of union with Chriſt, of 


Pie his love, and beholding his glory: 


away 
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away by wholeſale? What! ſhall they 
more neglected than the beaſts that peri 
Is a merciful man merciful to his be 
and ſhall no care or compaſſion be extends 
to theſe beings ſo much above them in c e 
city, dignity, and duration? How unaccay 
table, how unjuſtifiable a conduct is this! 
Chriſt ſhed his moſt valuable blood ton 
deem precious ſouls, and ſhall we thi 
them unworthy of our care, or of a {nlfi** 
expence, to train them up for the ferji 
of God and their generation, and for en 
nal life and bleſſedneſs ? The renova" 
and recovery of one of theſe precious full 
cauſes a joy among the angels; and fa 
it engage no care or Concern among met 
Is their welfare ſo much valu'd above, uf 
ſhall it be wholly neglected and def 
here below? Such is the value and wa 
of ſouls, that God has * declared, that th 
ſhall have a glorious reward, who are | 
ſtrumental to turn many to righteouſ I 
and ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for ever al 
ever. And ſhall the eſtimate and reiß 
of heaven awaken in us no care or «al 


Luke xvi. 7, 10. © Dan; 1. 4 


4. 
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in for their welfare? To cloſe this ar- 
ment, eternity is entailed upon theſe be- 


er, and their conduct in this world will 
ave a great influence on their eternal ſtate; 
nd are not ſuch ſouls to be led in a right 
ay, that they may avoid eternal 45 


irit of a beaſt that goes downwards, and 
jes with its body, and which was capa- 
le of no higher enjoyments than the 
things of time and ſenſe, but it is an im- 


zul portal ſpirit, to which belong eternal 


wards or puniſhment, which claims our 
zards and compaſſion: tho' it muſt ſub- 


net for ever, yet it may continue but a 
u tle while in this world: How many die 
ſil their youth? and their life is among 


rade unclean, they are nipp'd in the bud, 
nd cut off in their early days; ſhall this 
« ifonſideration move no compaſſion, awaken 
o early care for their welfare, who are 
very moment upon the brink of the grave 
rand hell? Where is our Chriſtianity, where 
our humanity, if we do nothing for 
Wicir help and relief? Is it all one to us, 
Nhecher they are ſaved or periſh eternally? 
D Ho 


Land 


s; they muſt be happy or miſerable for 


d obtain everlaſting life? It is not the 


26 ut C065 by 
How ſhall we anſwer it to God? Or ho 
al we anſwer | it to our ſelves, if c y ha 
ſclence puts it home to any of us? Would 7 
thou have been willing to have been (ur f 
neglected, and abandon'd to eternal miſer tb. 
ſhould not children then be train'd up an | 
the way they ſhould go? ligio 

4. The way is good, and thereforſoliſt 
children are to be trained up in it. uwe 
ways of wiſdom are ways of pleaſantnel 
and all her paths are peace. Godlineſs | 
profitable to all things, having the prom 
of this life, and of that to come. Plz 
| ſure and profit are the two ſtrong ſpring 
which move the world. To train up chil 
dren in the right way yields much ple 
ſure and profit to the inſtructors, the” 
ſtructed, and to many others: It gives: 
friend or relation a ſenſible pleaſure, to { 
thoſe he loves in a way of doing well! 
the world, eſpecially if he himſelf was in 
ſtrumental therein: How much more m 
it delight a Chriſtian, to ſee his dear office 
ipring, his ſervants, friends and neighbour 
in a way of doing well, and of being hap- 


for 


Prov. iii, 17. 1 Tim. iy, 8. 
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bo for ever, and eſpecially if he has had 
coy hand in it, or has contributed there- 
dh. 1 have 10 greater joy, faith * John, 
n en to hear that my children walk in the 
length. The righteous is more excellent 


liſh King. What compariſon is there 
tween a well form'd garden, ſtored with 


d out in pleaſant walks, and the barren 
lderneſs, in which there is no way, and 
hich is full of briars and thorns, and 
s of prey? as little ſimilitude 1s there 


ind, train'd up in the ways of wiſdom, 
nd one that runs wild and bears all the per- 
cious fruits of an unſanctified, unculti- 
ted nature. Temperance, juſtice, pru- 
ence. and beneficence are lovely virtues ; 
ath, love, ſelf-denial and humility are 
miable graces ; wiſdom makes a man's 
ce to ſhine; it is a ſpring of inward 
ce which ſhines forth in the counte- 


John 3* Epiſt. 4. — 


an his neighbour, and a wiſe, that is, a 
ligious child, is better than an old and 


lightful flowers and uſeful herbs, and 


etween a well inſtructed and virtuous 


ance with a graceful luſtre, So good 


D 2 and 
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and delectable is the way of life: Have 
proper and neceſſary then is it to uff. 
up children in this way, which is ſo goal 
in itſelf, as well as good with Teſpett 0 
the end of it: This is a way which nor g 
ever repented of treading, Who ſincerch 
and graciouſly walked therein; nor did ay 
ſuch ever leave it, becauſe they could ne 
ver find a better This is the way i 
which all who ' wiſh well to themſhg 
ſhould go, in which their duty and int: 
reſt, their preſent and future happinck Ir t 
oblige them to walk; therefore it iWon 
moſt reaſonable and proper that chi. 
dren and Fun ſhould. be trained up in 
; 


5. By walking in this way God is bo- 
nour'd and glorify'd. Well inſtructed ad 
ſanctified minds ſhew forth the virtues 
and ſo the praiſes of God: Out * of the 
mouths of babes and ſucklings ftrengil 
is ordained, to ſtill the enemy and the + 
venger ; which Chriſt interpreted and ag 
plied to himſelf, when the children cried, 
Hoſannah to the fon of Davzd, ſaying 


* Palm viii. 2. Y Matt. xxi. 15, 16. 
3 e 
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low MW ve you never read, out of the mouths of 
ns and fucklings thou has per fected praiſe? 


oung perſons devoted and heartily en- 
ed to Chriſt, are capable of promoting 


ones glory. The living praiſe * God, whilſt 
che fathers make known his truth to their 
ayMWhildren. Thoſe who have ſmaller capa- 
ne-tics, and a narrower compaſs of action 
i ey yet, in a lower ſtation, be very uſeful 
ed helpful in promoting the intereſt and 


r training up children in the ways of 
powledge, and the fear of the Lord, that 


dd of man, which is the glory of God. | 
Ya divine blefling upon a religious edu- 
ation, youth, inſtead of being the peſt, 


and Way become the hope of the flock, and 
us, de happy inſtruments of God's praiſe when 
the We ſhall be ſilent in the duſt. 


eſent but a future good. Poſterity may 
ap the benefit of the _good education 
t ſuch as are train'd up in the way of 


Polineſs. One generation praiſes God's 


. © Ukiah rü. 18, 19. 
8 works 


ory of God: This is a farther reaſon 


icy may be capable of purſuing the chief : 


. By this way we may do not only a 
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had, and have of this, tho” they are nat 


good education, it may be of wonderfi 


zo Tur c00D oF 

works to another: not only uſeful ay 
but - virtues, pious affections and vracy ref] 
have been, as it were, tranſmitted fran et 
parents to children. The Apoſtle * ſpokeſoot 
of che faith which firſt dwelt in Lance 
then in Eunice, and afterwards in Tinnth: 
Religion run down in a line of ſuccefſion 
from the mother to the daughter, an 
from the daughter to her ſon, and fron 
him to we know not how many other 
who might be begotten to God by hi! 
miniſtry. God is a God to his people c 
and their ſeed after them, in their gene. 
rations, We have abundant reaſon to be 
thankful for the inſtances which we hatt 


{ſo numerous as we could defire. Hon. 
ever if but a few, or ſome one receives Ne \ 
the grace of. God, by the means of q e 6 


advantage to poſterity: Not only WM W 
branches that may ſpring from ſuch a 700 N 
but many others may receive benefit | ws 
it. By a pious education of children, and 


a divine bleſſing upon it, religion is kept ip 


. 2 Fim. 1. 5. 


EARLY INSTRUCTION. 31 


refſions are prevented, and many miſtakes 
ify'd, which otherwiſe might take deep 
ot in ſo rank a foil. The ground that lies 


yhich by their roots, fibres and ſeeds ſpread 
ir and wide; thus one finner deſtroys 
och good: Bur on the other hand one 
duch, ſeaſon d with knowledge and grace, 
ay deſtroy much evil, and be an inſtru- 


kent of good to many, in his own and 
pls occeeding generations. This conſideration 
ne trengthens the obligation to train up chil- 
bel ren in the way they ſhould go. . 


efir of this pious care, is another argu- 
pen; for it is added in the text, when he 


e ſhould go) ts old, he will not depart 
om it; that is, not commonly, not eaſily. 


roo frown off the reſtraints of a good e- 
e ocation; for it muſt be owned, chere 
and re too many inſtances of it: But ſuch 
t un generally do it before they are old, and 


Pave been eſtabliſhed in religion; and we 
Pay conclude, that ſuch never received 
the 


che world; many bad principles and ill im- 


incultivated naturally brings forth weeds, 


7. The probable ſucces and laſting be- | 
he who is trained up in the way in which 


| will not ſay, there are none who have 


„ 
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.the incorru ptible ſeed ; they go out frag 
the faithful, becauſe they are not of them; 
for if they had been of them, no douk 
but they would have continued with then 
Paul © was confident of it, that he wh 
had begun a good work in the Philippian 
would perform it to the day of Chrik 
He that has true faith, tho it is but wel 
ſhall 4 be held up, for God is able to mak 
him ſtand: God preſerves the way of li 
faints, and has © promiſed, that the right 
ous ſhall hold on his way, and he that hat 
clean hands ſhall wax ſtronger and ſtrong 
And he hath alſo f faid, that he will nd 
turn from his people to do them good, al 
that they ſhall not depart from him. 4 
gracious ſoul may be ſorely 8 ſhaken, ai 
his foot may well nigh flip, yet G00 
mercy ſhall hold him up, for his God ed. 
continually with him, and holds him þ 
the right hand. Chriſt has aſſur'd h us, th 
his ſheep ſhall never periſh, and that nu 
ſhall pluck them out of his hand Ho 
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1 John il. 19. « Philip. ! LS - Bur 
* Rom. xiv. 4. Prov. il. 8. Job ni? N 
Jer. xxxii. 40. b Pfalm Lxxii. 2. 24 f 
> John x. 28. ef 


mud 


weh ſhoüld this engage us, to train up 
1dren in the way they ſhould go, ſeeing 
ch whoſe hearts and feet are truly engaged 
erein, hall never depart from it! to ſuch 
is an everlaſting Way, as well as a good 
eit ends in everlaſting life: O how deſi- 


Is children into a way, not only of living 
neſtly and uſefully in this world, but al- 
of living zerren and Joyfully with God 
r ever!- 

As a 50 of the doctrinal part, 1 
il only add this brief remark; That tho 
doe can neither give honeſty, induſtry, nor 


3 up a ſeed thus qualified to ſerve the 
prd, and their generation, by the will of 
dd. He will judge of and reward the 


n vice according to the intention, not 


aſon to hope, that ſincere endeavours ſhall 
t be altogether unſucceſsful, as may ap- 


ar from what has been ſaid upon the laſt 
gument. | 


ceſſary to wain up children in the way 
ul * they 
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ble and happy is it, to bring any poor help- ; 


ace to others, yet it is pleaſing to God, and 
Smfortable to our ſelves, to do our beſt, to 


cording to the ſucceſs; and we have 


Upon the whole it appears reaſonable and 
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dreadful conſequence of, continuing in hy 


good which poſterity may receive from 


of them, to put them in a way of lim 


„ 
they ſhould go, if we enge che Conditg 
in which they came into, the world, 


condition, the excellent beings and poyer 
which God has given them, the goodneßd 
the way in which they ſhould. go, the glan 
which may redound to God thereby, i 


and the probable ſucceſs and laſting bench 
of this pious care. 

Many other arguments might have ball 
added, and theſe more enlarged, had th 
time allowed of it; bur from what has be 
faid, I hope the nature and neceſſity of thi IY 
inſtruction may appear, and the follow 
inferences be own 'd to be juſt, 


85 AP PLICATION. Per 


1. How guilty are they, who neg. 
or oppoſe the training up children in e 
way they ſhould go? Multitudes of pe 
children are left like the barren wildernd 
to bring forth nothing but briars and thonhm 
and to act like beaſts of prey. No end Ire, 
vours are uſed by thoſe who have the cf 


uſetuh 


W: ery 
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00 ſefully i in this world, or happily in another, 


iumph in their ruin, without controul. 

by ents, maſters, governors, and thoſe who 
ght and ought to extend their compaſſion 
nd beneficence towards them, are many of 
em wholly unconcern'd what way they 

, or what end they make, Are not theſe 

1 than the beaſts that periſh, more cel 
jan the i fea monſters, which draw out 
"Mc breaſt, and give ſuck to their young 
es? whereas theſe will give no inſtructions 
| the way of civil or eternal life; but ſeem 
be only the dreadful inſtruments of ſuch 
ildren's keeping guilty and miſerable for 
Fer: Theſe in a proper, but woful ſenſe, 

Fing forth and bring up their children * for 
de murderer; a dreadful ben rd and a mi- 
Fable end! A righteous man regards the 
e of his beaſt, but the tender mercies of 
de wicked are cruel. It is far better to be 
e beaſts, than to be children or ſervants 
mag ſome men, who have no concern for the 
mortal fouls of thoſe committed to their 
Ne, but exceſſively pamper the bodies of 


r | | | 
living Elen in. k Hoſea ix. 13. 


rov. Xii. 10. 5 
E 2 their 


rorance, folly, and wickedneſs are left to 
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their beaſts, inſtead of training up ſuch & 
whom they ſhould be moſt concern'd in th 
fear of God, and the knowledge of his wil 
inſtead of this they train them up for th 
devil in ignorance, idleneſs, helliſh oath 
and blaſphemies, and all practicable impieticserſi 
They will neither go into the kingdom « 
God themſelves, nor ſuffer. ſuch as mighi 
be enclined to enter: Whilſt they entig 
others to be wicked, they lay wait for thei 
own blood, they lurk privily for their oy 
lives. How dreadful will it be for many u 
eriſh under the guilt of damning many foul 
beſides their own, even ſuch whoſe falvaii 
they were bound eſpecially to ſeek! ſuch 
who furniſh or allow looſe ba'lads and d 
ſcene plays, rather than bibles and catechiſm 
to thoſe under their care; who at beſt i 
ſtruct them only how to get the world, but 
not the heavenly riches; who teach them i 
curſe, but not to pray, to hate and deſpit 
religious inſtruction, rather than to follo# 
it; who will rather expend their money a 
the ſtage or the ſhews, than on ſchools pre 
civil and religious inſtruction, are plugin 
very deep in the guilt and condemnation er 
the wicked one, We complain, and { chinsWbu 
| . juſt Wo 
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ly, of the fad proſpect we have from the 
ing generation, but we too much over- 
ok or neglect to remove the ſource and 
ring of it, that is, the induſtry of ſome to 
xrupt our youth, and the negligence or 
ſion of others to train them up in the 
ys of knowledge and piety. 
2. How gladly ſhould children receive 
ſtruction; and how earneſtly ſhould they 
to be made wiſe to falvation? It is 
| mercy to be trained up in a way of liv- 
g well in this world; but what will this 
ail you, if we mult be for ever miſera- 
le in the world to come? What is the life 
f the body compared with the life of the 
dul, or the pleaſures of time compared 
th eternal torments? You are born guil- 
y and mortal creatures; how ſoon may 
eath cut you off, and how dreadful will it 
e for you to die in your fins? You will 
ot be able to plead that you were never 
pformed of your miſery by nature, or of 
he way of recovery by Chriſt, and of his 
romiſe, that ſuch as ſeek him early ſhall 
nd him: Nor can you plead ignorance of 
eripture examples of ſome who were ſeri- 


Pus and good betimes, ſuch as Ohadiab, Fo- 
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or Tur coop or 
ab, Timothy and others. The ſcriphy 
inform you how much it is your duty andi 
tereſt to remember your Creator in the dan 
your youth. Have you not precious and in 
mortal ſouls to be faved ? Have you n 
the helps and encouragements which my 
others want? Is it not better to be good xx 
happy with a few, than to be wicked u 
miſerable with a multitude ? fhall all d 


care and kindneſs and coſt of your friends Wi by 

| loſt, and your fouls undone for et cb 
Can all the pleaſures of fin make amen 
for the forrows it will bring in the «if © 
m when you will be forced to mourn at t 2 
laſt, and to ſay, how have we hated inſtruct a 
and our hearts deſpiſed reproof, and h 
not obey'd the voice of our teachers, ni? 
inclind our ears to them that inſtructed wt L 
But before it comes to this, may the Lu 


incline your ears that you may hear, an 
your ſouls may live! ® Take faſt bol 
inſtruction, let her not go, keep ber, for Ly 1 
your life. + 

The way in hich you ſhould go, and nj" 
which you muſt go, if ever you go to h 


. Fron, W 13s 113. 2 Prov. iv. 13. 


ven, 
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3, is the way of faith, for o he that be- 
ooh nat ſhall le damned; it is the way of 
pentance, for except» ye repent ye. muſt 


Jitewiſe feriſb; it is the way of holineſs, 
or without holineſs. no man- ſhall ſee the 


brdg and it is the way of evangelical obe- 
ce, for Chriſt ſhall come in flaming 
e, to. take vengeance on them that obey 
x the goſpel. Here is the way of life 
before you; ate you willing to walk in 
that your ſouls may live, that you may 
ve to Chriſt on earth, and live with him 
r ever in heaven? How happy will it be 
* you, how joyful: to me, if known, and 
all your friends and benefactors, if this 
ay. be the coat and effect of this diſ- 
durſe. 

Let me. a, oY you to conſiler; that no 
bjections or prejudices againſt a compliance 
n be of equal weight with the eternal life 
death of your ſouls. When Satan, or 
nners, or your own hearts would cauſe you 
d refuſe Chriſt and neglect ſalvation, have 
his anſwer, to all their pleas, in readineſs ; 
py life or death, my eternal * or 


* Mark xvi 16. 5 Luke Xiil. 5. 
1 Heb, xii. 14, 2 Theſ. i. 8. 
miſery 
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miſery: Jopends upon my receiving or re 
ting Chriſt; if I have not Chriſt, I 
have life; if I do not repent, I muſt peridy 
if I have no grace, I can never have glo 
If the enemies of your ſouls tell you, uu! 
a ſinful life is ſweet, but the death of n 
is bitter; anſwer FO as one did, the lit 
to come is more fweet, and the death 1 Mou! 
to come is more bitter: If they ſuggeſt, th or. 
it will be time enough hereafter to mind 
religion, tell them that you are not ſure e 
another day, of another hour, that life is bu . 
a vapour, and that others as young, «© 
younger than you, have been ſuddenly cy 

off, and that therefore it is not ſafe to d. 
lay, nor; reaſonable for you to refuſe Chrit Hr 
one moment longer; and you may add, o 
that there are the ſame reaſons for you 
walking in God's ways, as there are for other 
training you up in them; and that as thec 
are ſtrong and unanſwerable, ſo you are fe- 
ſolved thro' the grace of Chriſt, to ge 
up your ſelves to him, to be his, not n 
name only, but in heart and life, to tak i 
his yoke upon you, and follow him, and wo 
be no longer Satan's nor the world's ſlaves c 
| ſervants. God defires the firſt ripe fruits be 
4: | made 
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ade you what you are, and gave you what 
ou have, and therefore it is fit you ſhould 

ive your heart and your all back again 

> him. My time will not allow me to 
plarge on this important ſubject, and there- 

bre I can now only farther beg of you, ſe- 

ouſly and frequently to think on thoſe 

ords* of Chriſt ; Suffer little children to come 
nto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is 

he kingdom of heaven : Him that comes to me 

will in no wiſe caſt out. 

z. What encouragement is there to con- 
pue and abound in the remaining work of 


ol 
& is day? that is a charitable contribution 
it r che training up children in the way they 


Pould go. A work how pleaſing to God, 
d how uſeful to men, has, in part, been 
@clared already. 

This charity ſchool his now ſubſiſted 


er- upwards of forty years, the foundation 
Jof it being laid in the year 1687. the 
t u number of ſcholars ar firſt was forty, af- 
S terwards increaſed to fifty, and now to 
about an hundred. They are taught to 
eo read, write, and cypher, and are alſo in- 


. . ] LEE! 6 g . 
{ Luke xvili. 16. * John vi. 37. 
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« ſtructed in the afſembly's catechiſm, | 
ec may be ſaid to have been the firſt ſchyy 
« of the kind, that proteſtant diſſenters wey 
« concerned in: Here children are recein 
* without diſtinction of parties, the gener 
e good being intended. 
& This ſchool 1s ſituated in one of th 
te pooreſt parts about the city: and the chi 
ce dren of the pooreſt ſort, watermen an 
e fiſhermen, are here taught without af 
ce expence to their parents. The charge h 
© been defray d by the gifts and ſubſcripi: 
ons of private perſons, together with ü 
“ annual collections on this day, in thi 
e place, and one in the city. The ma 


gers have been enabled to give the chil 
e dren bibles, new teſtaments, and cat 


* chiſms, and to place out ſome apprentia 
© to trades, and by the providence of Gi 
* favouring them in the truſt repoſed inthen 
* thro' the charity of the contributors, al 
e the kind remembrances of ſome by ley 
„ cies, given in their laſt wills, have {if 
2 another ſchool, under the care of 
* miſtreſs, for the teaching about twell 
“ younger children to ſpell and read, wil 
„ when fitted, are taken into the maſterl 
| cc « {cho 


. 
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ſchool, for writing and cyphering,. and 
| are made ready for trades.” 

To this account, which I have received 
om the managers, give me leave to add, 
at as the number of poor children here 
Pught is conſiderable, ſo the deſign of this 
Pod work is not only to fit them to get a 
jelphogd 1 in the world, but alſo to implant 
he principles of religion in their tender 
kinds, and to bring them under the influ. . 
dnce of the holy ſcriptures, which are able 
rio: make chem wiſe to ſalvation, tliro' faith 
b Chriſt Jeſus. A deſign which muſt be 
t ichly eſteem'd and valued by all good men, 
mund therefore ſhould zealouſly be promoted 
ci them. 

cat "i what has been already faid has come, 


nua ih any light and influence, upon your 
f nds, there will be the leſs occaſion for 
then ne now to preſs you to a liberal and gene- 


ſous contribution, towards a comprehenſive 
charity, extending to the ſouls, as well as 


bodies of theſe poor children, and that not 
only for time but for eternity. You have 
now an opportunity of that ſervice to God, 


85 any 
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wen 

who ad kindneſs to men, which you will not 
jaſter De! in nen, wales ſhould therefore be 
well 


(cho 


ell improved, whilſt yo u are upon, 
earth: but 1. perſuade my ſelf you i 
ſtronger and berter motives in your 0 
| breaſts, to excite you to this good wo 
than any I can add, and that your loye 
che fouls and bodies of theſe poor childr 
and to many others, in and with them, y 
open your hearts on this occaſion, that the 
children, and many others, may be train 
up in the way they ſhould go, that whe 
they are old they may not depart from i 
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